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PRESSRELEASE

Exhibition at the Alexander Tutsek-Stiftung

“Frozen-in Tension” Contemporary 

Sculptures and Photography in Munich

Munich. Tension and relaxation, strain and rest—the Alexander Tutsek-Stiftung in Munich dedicates this year’s exhibition to this complex of themes. Under the title “Frozen-in Tension”, more than thirty glass sculptures by significant international artists as well as works by the German photographer Jessica Backhaus will be on view from 29 April 2010 to 27 January 2011. The title of the exhibition—a technical term from the area of heat treatment—is multilayered: It addresses the subject as well as the material of the works. The sculptures made of hot liquid glass, now cold and solidified, seem at first glance to rest in themselves. After looking at them longer or more closely, viewers observe that the state of rest, harmony, and calm turns into subtle anticipation, distraught anxiety, or an explosive emotional force.

Tension and Rest

“Frozen-in Tension” relates the different positions of various artists to one another. It shows how diversely the states of tension and rest can be made tangible. The specific selection of exhibits lets viewers experience the dialectic of tension and rest—regardless of the actual themes of the works.

There is no life without tension. “We seek tension and we need it,” says Eva-Maria Fahrner-Tutsek, Chair of the Alexander Tutsek-Stiftung. Everyone uses physical tensions like electric and mechanical force fields every day. “Mental strain, activating the nervous system, helps us to cope with many tasks. Human relations would be empty without emotional tension,” Eva-Maria Fahrner-Tutsek explains. Tension activates our life and makes it more exciting. 

Tension, however—no matter whether it is physical, corporal, social, or aesthetic—is only then tension when another state provides the opposite pole. Eva-Maria Fahrner-Tutsek, “There can be no tension without relaxation, rest, dissolution, or disassociation.”

Masterpieces by Libenský and Brychtová

Two significant sculptures of cast glass by the great Czech artists Stanislav Libenský and Jaroslava Brychtová are the conceptual starting point of the exhibition. They gave sculpture a new dimension and are thus considered the most important artists of the twentieth century in connection with the material glass. They became famous through the presentation of their works at the world exhibitions in Brussels, Montreal, and Osaka but also as teachers and supporters of many artists. Beginning with their works, the exhibition at the Alexander Tutsek-Stiftung shows three generations of artists: From personalities such as Tessa Clegg, Bohumil Eliás, Ales Vasicek, Janusz Walentynowichz, and Ann Wolff to the middle generation—represented by such artists as Josepha Gasch-Muche, Katherine Coleman, and Udo Zembok—to the works of younger artists. The latter include Jessica Loughlin, Masayo Oda, Wilken Skurk and students with their new, very promising approaches. The exhibition shows new discoveries in the glass scene as well as individual installations by Bruna Esposito from Italy and Sunny Wang from Hong Kong.

Photographs like Still Lifes: Works by Jessica Backhaus

The photographs by Jessica Backhaus show the theme treated in a different medium and thus enter into a surprising dialogue with the glass sculptures. The poetic and sometimes melancholy photographs by Backhaus radiate tension and restfulness in their own way.

Jessica Backhaus, who has just moved to Berlin, lived and worked for a long time in Paris and New York. In her works, the German artist addresses the transitoriness of life but also people’s dreams and hopes. Her works are often reminiscent of still lifes. Everyday things found by chance tell their story without appearing to have been staged. Exhibitions with her works were on view for example at the National Portrait Gallery in London and at the Martin-Gropius-Bau in Berlin. Jessica Backhaus has published numerous photographic books. The exhibition shows photographs from the series “What Still Remains” and “One Day in November”.

The Alexander Tutsek-Stiftung:

Contemporary Glass of the Highest Quality

The Alexander Tutsek-Stiftung supports art and science. Alexander Tutsek and Dr. Eva-Maria Fahrner-Tutsek established this non-profit foundation in December 2000 with the following two areas of emphasis: 

Glass and photography in view of art: The material glass has developed into an interesting realm in recent decades. Artists address subtle abstract themes that are not so easily expressed with other media. Sculptures with ambiguous messages replace applied forms such as vases or bowls. One of the foundation's aims is to create a larger circle of connoisseurs for special forms of expression in art such as contemporary glass and, since 2008, modern photography.

The second main area is engineering sciences in the focus of research: The foundation is interested in supporting particular disciplines within the engineering sciences as well as special interdisciplinary projects.

Important goals of the foundation are the support of artists as well as building up a high-quality collection of contemporary glass and photography. The collection covers as broad a spectrum of the current tendencies as possible, represented by works of internationally recognized artists but also young talents.

Munich, February 2010

Information

Frozen-in Tension

29 April 2010 to 27 January 2011

Tuesday and Wednesday 10 am to 1.30 pm
Thursday 10 am to 5 pm
Alexander Tutsek-Stiftung

Karl-Theodor-Str. 27
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Tel. +49-89-343856

Fax  +49-89-342876

info@atutsek-stiftung.de
www.atutsek-stiftung.de
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